Surah Talaq 

Central Theme and relationship with the Preceding and Succeeding Surahs 

In Surah Taghabun, the previous surah (verses 14-16), a warning was 
sounded that a person's wife and children are a source of great trial for 
him. If he does not remain vigilant, then because of his intense love for 
them he starts to evade expending his life and wealth for the cause of God. 
So extreme can this situation be that he adopts a hypocritical behaviour, 
and in this manner his friendship with them becomes enmity with his own 
self. At the same time, another warning sounded was that this vigilance 
does not mean that one should completely sever one's relationship with 
them; he should, on the contrary, be as much forgiving and forgoing in 
their matter as is possible for him so that they are not only reformed but he 
himself is also able to protect himself from any harm from them. 

After Surah Taghabun, this sensitive issue is explained further in the 
next two surahs, and in both love and hate relationships the limits of the 
correct attitude are delineated so that the way to excesses in blocked. In 
Surah Talaq, it is explained that if for some reason a person starts to hate 
his wife, then how he should observe limits set by God in her matter, and 
in Surah Tah#n, it is elucidated that how a person should observe the 
limits set by God in situations of love. It is on the husband-wife relation 
that a society stands. Everyone encounters it; however, in the first place 
not everyone is aware of its sensitive limits, and he who is aware of them 
is not able to properly observe them in the commotion of love and hate. 
If for some reason, dispute and difference of opinion arises, it manifests 
into such hatred and enmity that all the bounds and limits of the sharT'ah 
are violated. Similarly, if this relationship is based on love, as it should 
be, then the respect for the bounds and limits set by God are sacrificed 
for this love. Both these situations are tantamount to exceeding the limits 
set by God and deviation from the sharT'ah revealed by Him. The result 
of this attitude is nothing but humiliation in the Hereafter. For this 
reason, the Qur'an in two separate surahs has pointed out that in both 
these types of situations, a person should not blindly follow his emotions 
regarding his family; he should, on the contrary, observe the limits 
defined by God in this regard. 

It is evident from this explanation that this surah and the next are merely 
an explanation of what is concisely stated in Surah Taghabun. In both 
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these surahs, the Prophet (sws) is addressed, and this address begins 
without any preamble which shows that both are in fact a supplement of 
the previous surah. This direct address is not related to his person; it 
relates to his status as the leader and trustee of the Muslims. Examples of 
such address abound in the Qur'an. Because of this direct address, the 
significance of the directives mentioned in these surahs has become two- 
fold. The evils which are addressed in them were very common in the age 
of ignorance that prevailed in Arabia before the advent of the Prophet 
(sws), and it would be an overstatement to say that such evils exist in 
every period of civilization. It was a requisite of this situation that in order 
to redress it, directives are handed out by directly addressing the Prophet 
(sws). This would make them aware of the fact that when the Prophet 
(sws) too is told to obey them, then what to speak of others. 



Analysis of the Discourse 

The surah can be divided into the following two sections. 

Verses (1-7): An explanation of the fact that in cases of divorce it is not 
lawful to expel one's wife from the house immediately by uttering the 
divorce sentence; it is necessary - whether a person is rich or poor - to 
follow the proper way prescribed by the Almighty. People who, in spite 
of their financial difficulties, set out to observe the limits set by Allah 
with a view to please Him, shall receive His special help and assistance. 
Those who violate the limits set by Him because of their lust for wealth 
shall not cause any harm to the Almighty; they shall only wrong their 
own souls. 

Verses (8-12): Muslims have been warned that it is a historically proven 
reality that all those nations who had disobeyed Allah and His Prophets 
have always been severely punished by Him. He has done a great favour 
on the Muslims by sending towards them a Prophet who has led them to 
the light of guidance from the darkness of ignorance. If they honour this 
favour of the Almighty, He shall bless them with the eternal favours of 
Paradise - otherwise they should remember that to Him belongs the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth and He certainly has the power to 
do what He intends. 

Text and Translation 
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jjiJJ lila (\) 1JJ>1 diii jJLi i>-xJ4 &>\ JJL) t_£j^ N p& Sjii- jJcj 

^?3^ L?"^"^!3 < ^jL/ SL ^ J Cfijfijfe , *^Jj JL *i Jj-fc^^^^li ^^L>-i 

jl4=uULi ^jiu^lii J^? Jr4^ ti^j (^ _ ^) ^ J*^ ^ S £^ 

5*-^2j dtf'Sn Cy^z p <J&-^*2 p-Mj^ oi 



^^uj o]j ^jj*^ bj^b o^jj^ 1 o*^ 12 j 0 ^ 3 cf^y 
£M IL» j^is Aijj aIIE 

cJsijJ i^£-aj bljkf- I&HjJXj liull«l»ti '^"JJ ^ 

i >* t t i ? i *• 

Jjl \j ijijll I^JjJi IjIjlC- 1^ lc-I iJ^Ls- IftjJ*! Alilc- l*jJ>l JIjj 

*J aIsI ^-^-^ ^ U*5 0^^^" j^^^ ^5^- (>? <S J£- ^e-^ ^r^ 3 
ijiiJcJ Jj^Uj J^s^l (3^^? O^L)^^ iS^J ^j^>-^ tj^~ 0^ - ^) 

0^) Hit ji=u JsU-I II alsi 0I3 jjji ^ 5^ 

In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Ever-Merciful. 

O Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them in accordance with 
their waiting period and count their waiting period and have fear of God, 
your Lord. And do not turn them out from their homes, nor should they 
themselves go away unless they are guilty of open lewdness. And these 
are the bounds set by God and they who transgress God's bounds wrong 
their own souls. You never know that after this God may create some 
other situation. (1) 

So when their waiting term ends, either keep them in wedlock according 
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to the custom or part with them according to the custom. And call to 
witness two trustworthy men among you and adhere to this testimony for 
God. This is a counsel for those who profess faith in God and the Last 
Day. And they who fear God, God will find a way out for them and will 
provide for them from where they cannot even think. And God is all- 
sufficient for he who puts his trust in Him. God surely accomplishes what 
He intends. God has set a measure for all things. (2-3) 

If you are in doubt concerning those of your women who have ceased 
menstruating, their waiting period is three months, and also of those who 
have not yet menstruated. And the waiting period of pregnant women is 
till childbirth. And he who fears God, God will bring ease for him in his 
affairs. This is the directive of God which He has revealed to you. So he 
who fears God, God shall forgive his sins and increase his reward. (4-5) 

And lodge them in your own homes, according to your means. And do 
not harass them so as to make life intolerable for them. And if they are 
pregnant, spend on them until they deliver the child; then if they suckle 
your child, give them their remuneration and decide this matter 
according to the custom after mutual consultation. And if you find 
yourselves in difficulty, another woman can suckle the child. Let the 
man of means spend according to his means and he whose resources are 
restricted, spend according to what God has given him. God does not 
burden a person with more than He has given him. God will also bring 
relief after hardship. (6-7) 

And many a city rebelled against the directives of its Lord and His 
Prophets! Then stern was Our reckoning with them, and grievous was 
Our penalty they faced. So they tasted the fruit of their misdeeds: and 
they met with a disastrous fate. God has also prepared a dreadful torment 
for them. So have fear of God, O men of intellect and O those who have 
professed faith. God has sent down to you a reminder; a messenger who 
reads out to you the clear revelations of God so that he may lead those 
who embraced faith and did righteous deeds from darkness to light. And 
those who embrace faith, and do righteous deeds, He shall admit them 
into gardens watered by running streams. They will abide there forever. 
A rich provision did God make for him. (8-11) 

It is God Who has created seven heavens, and as many earths. His 
directives descend in them. You may learn from this that God has power 
over all things, and that God's knowledge encompasses all things. (12) 

Explanation 
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\y>\ tiXJS A*J J*) M jJJs jJi 4lll 



I have already indicated earlier that the Prophet (sws) is not addressed 
here in his individual capacity but as a representative of the Muslims. 
The reason for this is that immediately after addressing him, the word 
liliS is used in which the addressed pronoun is in the plural. It is evident 
from this use that the directives mentioned here are related to all 
Muslims. Stating them by addressing the Prophet (sws) has increased 
their importance much more. The purpose is to engender a feeling of 
their exaltedness: when the Prophet (sws) is required to obey these 
directives, Muslims must do so even more. 

In the days of jaffiiiyyah, divorce was generally given by a person in 
the following manner: when he would be angry with his wife for some 
reason, he would not merely pronounce three divorce sentences in a 
single breath, he would declare the divorce sentence a thousand times. 
Simultaneously, he would turn out the wife from her house. He would 
think that why should he feed her with even one meal when he has 
divorced her. I have already indicated in Surah Baqarah the harm and 
damage such a procedure has for the husband and wife, his children, the 
whole family and even the child the wife may be carrying in her womb. 
Here while keeping this harm and damage in consideration, it is asserted 
that in a rage of frenzy one must not forget the bounds set by God. All 
those who do this, do not, harm God; they only wrong their own souls. 

The sentence sl*JI \j*as~\j ^jiilaS s\lSl\ ^liiUS iSi refers to the fact 

that when the stage of divorce comes, then it must be given as per the 
'iddat period which must be carefully counted. This aspect has already 
been explained thus in (^\ S) jLli-U ^y^> j\ ^jy>^> j^r» oSUiH 

(The divorce may be pronounced twice and then a woman must be 
retained in honour or allowed to go with kindness, (2:229)). It is 
evident from this that it is not allowed that a person divorce his wife by 
pronouncing the divorce three or more times in a single breath. He should 
divorce her within two months when she is in a state of ceremonial purity 
which will come twice during this period. Then if he wants to keep her by 



1. O Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them in accordance with 
their waiting period and count their waiting period and have fear of God, your 
Lord. And do not turn them out from their homes, nor should they themselves 
go away unless they are guilty of open lewdness. And these are the bounds set 
by God and they who transgress God's bounds wrong their own souls. You 
never know that after this God may create some other situation. 
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treating her kindly, he can revoke the divorce in the third period of 
ceremonial purity. However, if he has decided to separate from her 
permanently, he should let her go by keeping in consideration the custom 
of the society. Counting this waiting period is essential for both the 
husband and wife. For the latter, it is essential because as indicated in 
2:228 quoted above during this period she cannot marry any other person. 
For the former, it is essential because during this period he can take her 
back as his wife if he wants to. Once this period expires, he will no longer 
have this right. Counting this period is also essential because if during it, it 
is known that the wife is pregnant then the period will extend to childbirth, 
and during this period the husband will be responsible to provide 
maintenance and residence to the wife. 

The words °<J=4j I urge husbands to fear God who is their Lord: 
they should abide by the limits set by God in spite of the anger they may 
have for the divorced wives; if they exceed these limits, they should bear 
in mind that they will be violating the limits of the God whose obedience 
is mandatory upon them, and from whose wrath and grasp none can save 
them. 

The words tr^^ C&^t ^ Cfrj& ,SfeJ^ i>? C^JfJ^ ^ sa y tnat 
during the waiting period neither do the husbands have the right to turn out 
their wives from their houses nor is it allowed for the wives to depart from 
there. Both should live together in the same house so that they are afforded 
with a chance of reconciliation, and if there is a possibility of any patch- 
up, then living together could be of benefit for them. God does not like a 
husband-wife relationship to be severed. Divorce is a remedy of what 
cannot be helped. The Almighty has allowed it in such compelling 
situations, and in the eyes of God it is the most detestable of things which 
have been allowed. Thus to protect His servants from it, He has imposed 
the condition of the waiting period on every divorce, and has also made it 
mandatory upon the husband and wife to live in the same house even in 
this state so that both are able to cool-headedly reflect before taking the 
final step if there is any chance of saving the marriage. 

The word j^jjo (their houses) used with reference to the wife points to 
the fact that a husband should not think that the house belongs to him; on 
the contrary, in this waiting period it also belongs to his wife. For this 
reason, neither is a husband allowed to turn her out nor is the wife 
allowed to leave her house in anger. Here leaving the house obviously 
does not refer to going out for one's everyday needs; leaving here means 
leaving the house for good. 

The only exception to the above stated principle is when a husband has 
divorced his wife because of some act of "open lewdness" (Jllli jf-^^s) 
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committed by her. This of course refers to fornication and acts related to 
it; this expression is not conventionally used for a lesser crime. If a 
husband has witnessed such an act from his wife, and this has angered 
him so much that he took the step of divorcing her, then neither is it right 
to demand from him to keep such a lady in his house nor is there any 
hope that the divine directive of living together will be of any benefit. 
One should not expect an honourable husband to reconcile with a wife 
whose unfaithfulness has come to his notice. It is for this reason that the 
husband and wife who reach the stage of li 'an are advised by our jurists 
to separate from one another. This is because one cannot change the 
feelings of a husband who has sworn that his wife has committed 
adultery even though his wife might have legally countered his blame by 
swearing of her innocence in response. Similarly, if a husband has 
divorced his wife for such a reason, it would be futile to expect any 
change of heart from him. 

The words iliS pJ& US 4il Sjii lieo &\ ^jlL 3hj (and these are 
the bounds set by God and they who transgresses God's bounds wrong 
their own souls) sound an admonition - a stern admonition. It is not for 
His own benefit that the Almighty has imposed certain bounds on His 
servants; it is for their own good that He has done so. Those who 
transgress them should remember that they will only be ruining their 
personal, familial and collective expediencies. 

The words \yA dJJS jJu djjJl ia,\ Ji«J ^jlS M refer to the expediency for 
which men have been asked not to turn out their divorced wives before 
the waiting period expires and women have been asked not to 
permanently leave their homes during this period. One never knows that 
in this period the Almighty may reunite the two after such a severe 
disagreement. There is a possibility that in this period the husband and 
wife realize that they should re-assess their attitude and their distanced 
hearts get united, and a family is saved from being disbanded. If this 
happens, then it will greatly please God. He wants to see united hearts 
and families, and does not like that such difference arise between 
husband and wife that both end up separated, and that the children get 
separated from the mother and the mother from them. 

J AC- 

Cy*J J^^^ (<JS^!3 (S^Ji ^ Cy" ~ ^C-jj Si 4JJ aSlg...Ji \jL^3\j °^£=£j* 
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\r-^) ^ &\ fa- ^ &\ £>l 

These verses ask the husband to take a final decision once women enter 
their third period of purity. It was stated in (?n X) Ijjois) ljlj^> {jk^LJj 
(But do not retain them with the intention of harm so that you commit 
excesses against them, 2:231)) that if husbands decide to retain them, then 
this should not be to harass them. Obviously, if a husband wants, he can 
do it because he has the right to take back his wife in this waiting period. 
However, if he exercises this right to harm and harass them, then he will 
be using this God-given right for a very unjust and unfair purpose which 
will entail severe punishment from God. 

The words & oSl^Jji li=aJ» JlE gjjS direct the husband to 

call in two reliable witnesses whether he wants to retain his wife or to 
permanently separate her so that no possibility remains for a dispute to 
arise over what actually happened. If this procedure is not adopted, then 
there is a serious chance that disputes regarding inheritance etc arise in 
case of the death of either of the two. Our jurists regard this calling to 
witness to be of the category of istihsqn, and in good societies this is 
enough. However, because of the disorder that exists in current societies, 
just as people have been asked to register their marriage, if they are also 
asked to register their divorce, then this will safeguard them from a lot of 
bother. 

The words 4A5 0SI4IJI direct Muslims in general and witnesses in 

particular to discharge their duty of bearing witness for God. This means 
that firstly, they should not shirk this responsibility, and secondly, when 
the time arises for bearing witness then they should do so fearlessly and 
without any lenience purely for the sake of God. They should remember 
that in this world the Almighty has blessed Muslims with the status of 
<j>ji\ j 4)1 ^m-Z' (witnesses to the truth). For this reason, a Muslim is not 
the witness of some person or of either party; he is the witness of God, 
and on this very bearing of witness rests his repute in the ummah. 

The words 4iU 5^ <y> <i °^=4'^ refer to the fact that 

the three things which Muslims have been asked for above are the 
essential consequences of belief in God and belief in the Hereafter. Those 



2. So when their waiting term ends, either keep them in wedlock according to 
the custom or part with them according to the custom. And call to witness two 
trustworthy men among you and adhere to this testimony for God. This is a 
counsel for those who profess faith in God and the Last Day. And they who fear 
God, God will find a way out for them and will provide for them from where they 
cannot even think. And God is all-sufficient for he who puts his trust in Him. God 
surely accomplishes what He intends. God has set a measure for all things. 



Surah Talaq 384 

who claim to be such believers are directed to adhere to these three things 
otherwise they should remember that this claim will have no basis. 

The sentence li-j^- S3 Ji^ iul assures people who abide by the 

limits set by God: they should trust God that if they face any difficulty, 
He will show them a way out. He actually tests His servants by putting 
them through hardships. Those who deviate from the right path because 
of a lack of courage and endurance will not find any support from God; 
on the other hand, those who resolve to abide by the limits set by God in 
spite of facing hardships will find God easing out their way, as is 
specified thus by the Qur'an: ("W^) lliii 1 ^? tjl&U- ^y_^\j (those 

who struggle for Our cause in spite of opposition, We will surely guide 
to Our own paths, (29:69)). 

The words U-J^- S3 Ji^ illl g£ jij are a further explanation of what is 
said above: God will provide for them from where they cannot even 
think. I have already indicated earlier that a great motive of husbands - 
especially belonging to the poor class - for separating their wives by 
declaring the divorces three times in one breath is financial: they think 
that once they have divorced their wives, why should they bear the 
responsibility of providing food and residence for them. Here the 
Almighty has assured them that if they bear this burden to abide by the 
limits of God, He will provide for them from where they cannot even 
think of. They must not think that God can only help them through the 
ways and means they are aware of or what they can think of; on the 
contrary, there are innumerable means available to Him and man only 
gets to know them when they manifest themselves. At that time, man is 
confounded at the help he receives because it appears from where it is 
inconceivable. 

The next portion viz: iLL>- ^ Jp tells us what makes us 

worthy of this help of God: He only needs to fully trust God. If a person 
does so, then he should know that God is sufficient for this help. He does 
not need means and resources, which are in fact subservient to him. A 
person should not fear that the adverse circumstances he is facing cannot 
be changed by God. The fact of the matter is that when God intends to 
help him nothing can stop him whatsoever. 

The only thing that man must know is that just as God has fixed a time 
for everything, He has also appointed a time for His help. If there is a 
delay in it, then this is only because He wants to try people whether they 
show patience or not. A person should rest assured that God will fulfill 
all His promises. If there is delay in this, then it is only as much as is 
necessary to try their patience, and this trial is for a person's own well- 
being. 
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Here a question arises: If a person does not follow the procedure of 
divorce mentioned in these verses and divorces his wife through three or 
more declarations of divorce, then how should this situation be dealt with? 

There exists a difference of opinion in the answer to this question 
between the Hanafites and other jurists. These jurists are of the opinion 
that all such multiple divorce declarations shall be counted as one; 
however, according to the Hanafites such multiple declarations will 
effectively divorce the wife and the husband who has violated the 
sharT'ah in this manner by declaring multiple declarations will be a 
sinner in the eyes of God. 

In my opinion, both these opinions have slight flaws and need to be 
reformed in due deference for the sharT'ah of God. If a person, in spite of 
such clear directives of the Qur'an, declares multiple divorces in one go, 
and he is not even punished for this audacity, then this would mean that 
this making fun of religion of that person is not even taken any notice of. 
It is essential to check this violation otherwise the word divorce will 
become absolutely meaningless even though both the words "marriage" 
and "divorce" have great significance in the sharT'ah. If they are used for 
the sake of fun, the objectives for which they are spoken materialize. 
Viewed thus, the opinion held by the Hanafites appears more 
convincing: they regard such a divorce to be effective; however, there is 
also one shortcoming in this opinion: it is not enough for a person to be 
regarded as a sinner in the eyes of God in such a case; this is because if 
he is also not punished for this violation, people will never give due 
regard and respect to the procedure prescribed by the Qur'an. For this 
reason, it is necessary that besides implementing such a divorce, such a 
husband should also be given some punishment for jesting with a 
directive of religion so that those who adopt this wrong procedure are 
also discouraged. 

The basis of the Hanafite opinion rests on an ijtihad of 'Umar (rta). As 
far as I know, the basis of his ijtihad is that the divorce of a person who 
gives it in such a manner should be declared operational - because if he 
has squandered, he has squandered his own right to take back his wife - 
however, he must also be punished for violating the limits set by God so 
that others do not dare follow him. This ijtihad is full of wisdom. I 
follow a certain scope in discussing such juristic corollaries in this tafsii# 
for this reason, I am confining myself to this hint. I have dealt in detail in 
some of my articles related to jurisprudence. 
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(I) [^li oy>l ^ a] Ji^ 4jM JjL J^i^" Jj*-^ (J*"?-' <J^^ oSljlj 



The previous verses mention the 'iddat (waiting period) of women who 
menstruate, and whose 'iddat can be determined through their menstrual 
or purity cycle. Here in this verse the 'iddat of those women is being 
delineated who have stopped menstruating or have not yet even started 
menstruating or if they are pregnant as a result of which they are not 
menstruating. The verse says that the 'iddat of the first two categories is 
three months and that of the third is till childbirth. 

Our exegetes have been greatly puzzled by the condition of jl&jji dl (if 
you are in doubt) which is imposed on women who have stopped 
menstruating. People have generally translated this verse thus: If you 
have any doubt regarding their 'iddat, then God tells you that their 'iddat 
is three months. Another opinion is that if a lady is passing blood but it is 
not certain whether it is the menstrual blood or blood caused by some 
disease, then the 'iddat of such a lady is three months. 

The first of these opinion is attributed to Sa'Id ibn Jubayr and Ibn Jarlr 
has given preference to it; 4 however, this opinion has its weaknesses. If 
the purpose was only to refer to a question raised by some people, then 
the conventional Qur'anic format for this is to cite it as a question. The 
word isISjl is not appropriate for this. Moreover, if this was a question, 
then it should have been about all three types of women referred to here, 
as is evident from certain narratives. However, the way the word °<S£°j\ is 
used here shows that it is mentioned as a condition for women who have 
stopped menstruating because of old age. 

The second of these opinions is attributed to Mujahid, ZuhrT and Ibn 
Zayd. 5 The first question which raises a doubt on this opinion is that if 
the issue related to women who were passing blood but they were not 
sure whether this was menstrual blood or blood because of some disease, 
then it is not appropriate at all that such women be called those have not 
menstruated (the words used are J^2\ ^ ^LZ, JpMlJ). Secondly, if this 
opinion is accepted (? See org), it will mean that if there is no doubt 
about such a woman who is not menstruating, then there is no 'iddat for 
her. She will be separated immediately after divorce. However, as far as 



3. If you are in doubt concerning those of your women who have ceased 
menstruating, their waiting period is three months, and also of those who have 
not yet menstruated. And the waiting period of pregnant women is till 
childbirth. And he who fears God, God will bring ease for him in his affairs. 

4. Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabarl, JamV al-bayan 'an ta'wTl Ay al-Qur'an, 
1st ed., vol. 28 (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1415 AH), 158-159. 

5. Ibid., vol. 28, 158. 
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I know, though a lady who is not menstruating and also has not had 
sexual intercourse with her husband is not bound to observe any 'iddat. 
However, a lady who is not menstruating but has not had sexual 
intercourse with her husband must observe the 'iddat period. 

Because of these doubts it seems to me that the condition of lilSjl 5i (if 
you are doubtful) is to differentiate between a lady who does not 
menstruate because of age but has had sexual intercourse with her 
husband and a lady in a similar state but who did not have sexual 
intercourse with her husband. For if a lady who does not menstruate 
because of age has had sexual intercourse with the husband there might 
be a chance of pregnancy if her state was temporary for some reason. A 
similar situation may arise for a lady who has not menstruated in spite of 
reaching the age and she has sexual intercourse with her husband. 
Consequently, on this very basis, since there is no 'iddat for a lady who 
has stopped menstruating because of age and also has had sexual 
intercourse with the husband and for a girl who has yet to menstruate and 
has had sexual intercourse with the husband but since there is a doubt in 
their matter, hence such and such is their 'iddat. It is possible that the 
question may arise in the mind of a person that if this was the case, then 
why did the Qur'an not explicitly state that the 'iddat of a lady who does 
not menstruate because of age and who has had sexual intercourse is 
three months. The answer to this question is that such a statement of the 
Qur'an would not have pointed to the underlying reason of 'iddat - 
which was essential to be highlighted. This underlying reason is not 
merely the fact that whether a lady has had sexual intercourse or not: it is 
the possibility that she may be pregnant. f 

The words {y)X#- 5**^> d\ Cr^^ J^*"^ oNjlJ inform us that the 'iddat of 
a pregnant woman is till childbirth. 

A question arises abut this directive: In Surah Baqarah, the 'iddat of a 
widow is stated to be four months and ten days, and the verse under 
discussion states the 'iddat of a pregnant woman; what will be the 'iddat 
of divorced pregnant woman whose husband dies? Is it four months and 
ten days or should it extend to childbirth? The answer to this question is 
that the 'iddat of a pregnant woman cannot be fixed on the basis of 
months or days. It has to extend to childbirth. This of course can be less 
than four months and ten days and can be more also. If it is more, she is 
liable to observe it, and if it is less, then she should also have the right to 
benefit from it. In other words, both these directives relate to separate 
situations, and both will remain implemented in their respective spheres. 

The sentence \jL± >y>\ °y» A Ji-£ ia\ ji} mentions with slight change 
of words what is mentioned in verse two. These warnings are coupled 
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with directives so that people should not regard the sharT'ah to be a 
burden. The implication is that some people will consider the expenses 
they have to bear of the divorced women in their 'iddat to be a burden; 
however, people who fear God, and will observe as much as they can the 
limits set by Him, will encounter ease and comfort. If people decide to 
bear the burden laid on them by the Almighty, then He helps in this 
matter, and this help comes from where they cannot even imagine - as 
was stated earlier. One must not make this evil estimation about God that 
He will burden His servants with what they will not be able to bear; nor 
should one think that after laying this burden on them, He will leave 
them to tackle it alone. 



This verse stresses what is stated earlier: Since these are God's 
directives that have been revealed to them, they must not regard them to 
be insignificant and should also not think that He will dissociate from 
them once He reveals these directives to them; on the contrary, He will 
help them if they bear their burden, and punish them also if they shirk 
this responsibility. 

The words YJJ\ psj^j jij sound an assurance: 

the Almighty will forgive people who abide as much as they can by the 
limits set by God. He will blot their minor sins, and increase the reward 
of their virtuous deeds. 

7.-. -2 \ >\ »i»'\'S.(- • > ° - t i > 

( ») iS *J £-^Pj-wS jo-s j-^i\ju> L_9jjJLaj ^'.ii 'Jj-^'J 

The word j^-j means "earning". The standard of living of a person is in 

accordance with his resources. Husbands are directed to provide women 
with the same standard of living which they themselves enjoy: it is not 



6. This is the directive of God which He has revealed to you. So he who fears 
God, God shall forgive his sins and increase his reward. 

7. And lodge them in your own homes, according to your means. And do not 
harass them so as to make life intolerable for them. And if they are pregnant, 
spend on them until they deliver the child; then if they suckle your child, give 
them their remuneration and decide this matter according to the custom after 
mutual consultation. And if you find yourselves in difficulty, another woman 
can suckle the child. 
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allowed that husbands themselves live in villas and house their wives in 
a servant quarter or a garage, and send their left-over edibles to them for 
their consumption. 

The words \jK*=Q C^jj^ Hj refer to the fact that if a person 

does not accept these directives of God from his heart, then while 
outwardly obeying them, he can still adopt ways and means to make life 
so miserable for his wife that it becomes difficult for her to even stay for 
twenty hours. If this happens, then the very purpose of expediency for 
which these directives have been given is sacrificed. For this reason, the 
husbands have been asked not to adopt ways and means which may 
make them run away from the house. , , 

The words ^lf- J^- c£= oij §i ye a specific 

directive for divorced pregnant women; husbands are told that they should 
provide for them till childbirth. The directive has been emphatically given 
here because their stay can extend for long periods, and in certain 
circumstances the nature of their expenses can also be different. 

The words ^j'J^> ^=&k iS*l?4^ iS*/^ p^-=J ^oJ\ c& refer to the 
stage after childbirth. If such a woman suckles the child she has borne to 
her husband, then the latter must enter into a contract of payment with her 
through mutual consultation. This payment should be in accordance with 
the customs of the society and according to the status of the husband. 

The words jlj say that if the husband and wife are 

finding it difficult to enter into such a contract, they can ask some other 
woman to suckle the infant. In other words, such a contract is based on 
the mutual consent and understanding of the parties and on their ease and 
comfort. No one can be forced against his or her will in this matter. I have 
already explained in detail the directives relate to suckling under verse 
233 of Surah Baqarah. Those interested can look them up. It is beyond the 
scope of this tafsir to delve into intricate juristic issues. 

aSju^j i ^y> Ajt^u JjjaJLJ 

It is not allowed for the person who has resources at his disposal to 
keep such women below his standard of living, and neither people who 
have restricted resources should be burdened beyond their capacity. The 
Almighty has made each person liable for this responsibility according to 



8. Let the man of means spend according to his means and he whose 
resources are restricted, spend according to what God has given him. God does 
not burden a person with more than He has given him. God will also bring 
relief after hardship. 
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his means and resources. 

The words Ji>4^ sound an immediate assurance to the 

poor: if they show patience and contentment and in spite of hardships try 
to abide by the limits set by God, they will be provided with ease and 
comfort after the trying circumstances they are facing. People who in 
spite of their poverty and need adopt an attitude of sacrifice, are blessed 
with abundance in sustenance by the Almighty. 




V) ^ 

In order to understand the occasion and significance of this verse, readers 
are advised to take a look at verse 6-8 of Surah Taghabun. This is a 
general warning addressed to both the Quraysh and the Muslims: the 
Almighty has revealed His teachings for their guidance. If they honour and 
value them, then this is only for their own benefit, and if they deviate from 
them, then they must remember that the Almighty has severely reckoned 
with and gravely punished many a nation that existed before them when 
they did not honour His directives and the teachings of His prophets. This 
is a reference to the nations of 'Ad and Thamiid as well as to the Jews who 
were blessed with the sharT'ah of God but they did not honour and value 
it, and as a result were severely punished for this attitude. 

The preposition {y. in \£j J»\ cJ£ is a clear indication of the fact 
that the word <l£c. encompasses the meaning of c~^tl. The implied 
meaning being that because of arrogance they showed indifference to the 
directive of their Lord. The word UliU- here connotes accountability: the 
Almighty sternly seized them and gravely punished them. The word jk=Z 
means "severe and horrible". 




When these nations were called to account by God, they had to face the 
consequences of their arrogance, and they met with a dreadful fate. Thus 
the only path that leads to salvation is the one delineated by God and His 
prophet. If nations because of their arrogance and rebelliousness deviate 
from this path, they are necessarily doomed. 



9. And many a city rebelled against the directives of its Lord and His 
Prophets! Then stern was Our reckoning with them, and grievous was Our 
penalty they faced. 

10. So they tasted the fruit of their misdeeds: and they met with a disastrous 
fate. 
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I^-a'Jj £M J_pi ji jjjjl Jj^ ^ ^ IjiSll IjI^C- jLgj £W j£l 

14^- t_£ j4- ^4-^4 ^r^ 3 J-**ij (>*J jj^ Jl oUJJm 

These verses sound a very clear warning to the Muslims, and at the 
same time appeal to them in a s very effective manner. 

The implication of \JS\ jjjJl ojUNI J)l U iul I^sSIj is that when the 
Almighty has dealt with previous nations as per the law and practice 
mentioned, then it is only wise for men of intellect who have professed 
faith to fear God. In other words, if people have embraced faith it does 
prove that they are not slaves of their desires, and are people having 
sense and reason. Fear of God is a natural consequence of faith; so they 
must not exceed the limits set by Him otherwise their fate will be no 
different from the one met by previous nations who deviated from the 
path towards which God had guided them. t 

The mention of \JSA ^y_^\ after ojUNI J)l U shows that there is an 
inseparable relationship between faith and intellect. It is essential for a 
person who possesses intellect to embrace faith. Similarly, if a person 
does not profess faith, there is something very wrong with his intellect 
even if he is so competent a person as one who can measure the expanse 
of the heavens and die earth. 

The words ^^i! olllli &\ oUI Italic, jisj ^ij^j IJSi °^=^\ iul oy>\ 
jjill Ji oUikJl ^ oliUlJI jjjJI refer to the elaborate 

arrangement made by the Almighty to communicate the truth in a 
conclusive manner: He has revealed a reminder to them and also sent a 
messenger who recites the verses of God before people who have 
embraced faith and have done righteous deeds. The purpose is to show 
light to people enveloped in darkness. The implication is that even after 
this elaborate arrangement if people prefer darkness to light, then they 
themselves will be responsible for this attitude, and they will have no 



1 1 . God has also prepared a dreadful torment for them. So have fear of God, 
O men of intellect and O those who have professed faith. God has sent down to 
you a reminder; a messenger who reads out to you the clear revelations of God 
so that he may lead those who embraced faith and did righteous deeds from 
darkness to light. And those who embrace faith, and do righteous deeds, He 
shall admit them into gardens watered by running streams. They will abide 
there forever. A rich provision did God make for him. 
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excuse to present before the Almighty for remaining astray. 

In the expression Slji/j tJSo the first word refers to the Qur'an, which 
has also been alluded to by the words tsjZ i and at other places. I 
have already explained the consequences of this term at an appropriate 
place in this tafsir. The Qur'an reminds a person of everything found in 
human nature. Furthermore, it also reminds people of the teachings 
which God revealed in various periods of time to guide them, and which 
were often rejected by previous nations. It also reminds people of how 
the Almighty dealt with those who rejected His messengers sent to them. 
Most of all, it reminds people of the reward and punishment which will 
necessarily manifest on a particular day at the culmination of this world. 
This day is the very purpose of this world. 

The word ^ijLj is a permutative {badal) of IJSo and this relationship 
shows that the two are related to one another as the soul and body are. 
Thus, just as the word^So (reminder) is used for the Quran, a messenger 
is called a JTjJ. (reminder) as in (^ ;AA) ^SjJ, cJl (your duty is 
only to remind them, (88:21)). The life of the Prophet Muhammad (sws) 
was an embodiment of reminding people of the facts the Qur'an was 
revealed for reminding. Thus, whatever the Qur'an taught, the Prophet 
(sws) practically adopted. As a result of this, the truth was conclusively 
communicated to people, and they were left with no excuse to deny it. 

The words 4) illl refer to the fact that he who embraces faith 

and does righteous deeds, should rest assured that this is not a loss- 
incurring deal; the Almighty has prepared for him a rich provision in the 
Hereafter. In verse three earlier, he who was ready to sacrifice for others 
and to trust God was given glad tidings of God's help in this world. Here 
glad tidings are given to him regarding the Hereafter. 

(3i^? <Sj&i. (5^3 ji>- i£^\ &\ 

12 o?) uIp ji=u II K\j >>jj 

Here, at the end, the Almighty has reminded people of His attributes of 
power and knowledge so that what is said above - whether it relates to 
warning or assurance - is firmly rooted in their hearts; they get to know 
that tremendous is God's power and He can do anything He wants to and 
that His knowledge also embraces everything. Nothing of the seven 
heavens and the earths is hidden from Him. If a person has done a 



12. It is God Who has created seven heavens, and as many earths. His 
directives descend in them. You may learn from this that God has power over 
all things, and that God's knowledge encompasses all things. 
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virtuous act, it is in His knowledge and if a person has done some evil, 
then this is also in His knowledge. Obviously, when one does not have 
this deep comprehension regarding the Almighty, one cannot fulfill his 
obligation of duly respecting the sharT'ah. a 

The words u?j^ c?ij ^1)111 ji*- t£ All itti inform man of God's 
extensive power. Man should not think that the universe is all that what 
he can observe; what he can see is a very limited and tiny part of the 
overall universe He has created. He has created seven heavens similar to 
the heavens he sees, and he has not created just one earth on which he 
walks about; each of the seven heavens has a separate earth. 

Seven heavens have been mentioned several times in the Qur'an and 
also in other divine scriptures; however, seven earths are only mentioned 
in this siirah . When seven heavens are mentioned, then it is essential that 
there exist seven earths too. The heavens and the earth are related to one 
another as the roof is related to a house. So when the roofs are seven, 
houses must also be seven. Just as one cannot imagine the earth without 
the sky, one cannot imagine the sky without the earth. For every zenith 
here has to be a nadir. 

As far as questions are concerned that do all the seven heavens and 
earths follow the same physical and natural laws and do the same living 
creatures inhabit them or are these laws and creatures are different, then 
merely the word /^li? (similar to them) does not necessitate the first of 
these inferences. This similarity only relates to the similarity in their 
number: just as the Almighty has created seven heavens, He has also 
created seven earths. As far as the laws which are followed in them are 
concerned, the Almighty has neither disclosed them to us nor can we 
understand them. It is enough for us to believe in the existence of 
heavens and earths beyond our heaven and earth. 

Our science is wandering about in the infinite expanse of space; if it 
unveils one secret, it is faced with several others. However, there is no 
reason to despair. If science is unable to unlock these secrets, inshallah 
we will get to know about them in the Hereafter. Man has been gjven 
very limited knowledge in this world: (Ao:W) *>L1I H\ pi*Jl (y ,Jl>5j\ Uj 
(little indeed is the knowledge given to you, (17:85)). 

The words <^Ili jJ>Ml SyZ, refer to the fact that just as in the sky and 
earth known to us, God's laws and directives are revealed, similar is the 
case with other skies and earths. 

The implication of the words ^>jJ J> & Sill iji is that the 

Almighty has unfolded this secret to man so that he knows that there is 
no limit to God's power. There is an appropriate verb suppressed before 
IjUis). Examples of such suppression can be seen in earlier surahs as 
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well. 

The words Hit iU-l jjj &jI jlj allude to the second objective 

of unveiling this secret: just as His power as unlimited, His knowledge is 
also unlimited; He knows each and everything of all these heavens and 
earths. 

By the grace of God, I come to the end of this surah 's tafsTr. j -uJ-1 Jji 
4_dl (gratitude is to Him and favours are from Him) 



Rahmanabad, 

25^ April 1978 AD 

16 th JumadI al-Awwal, 1398 AH 



